CHAPTER VI

VENEZUELA

PROBABLY no President ever received so much per-
sonal abuse in his own day as did Grover Cleveland.
In time, however, his sterling integrity and funda-
mental courage, his firm grasp of the higher ad-
ministrative duties of his office, won the approval
of his countrymen, and a repentant public senti-
ment has possibly gone too far in the other di-
rection of acclaiming his statesmanship. Unlike
Elaine, Cleveland thought soundly and consist-
ently; but he was more obstinate, his vision was
often narrower, and he was notably lacking both in
constructive power and in tact, particularly in for-
eign relations. In his first Administration, through
his Secretary of State, Thomas F. Bayard, Cleve-
land had negotiated fairly amicably with Great
Britain, and when he failed to secure the Senate's
assent to a treaty on the irritating question of the
northeastern fisheries, he arranged a modus vivendi
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